
The alias Luther used after his prince 
hid him away to protect his life 

KNIGHT GEORGE  
(A.K.A. MARTIN LUTHER)  

LUTHER’S ALIAS WHILE IN EXILE 

LUTHER HAD BEEN CALLED BY THE HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR, Charles 
V, and the German princes to the diet (meeting) of the German nation, which was to 
be held at the city of Worms (pronounced “Vorms”). Luther’s own prince, Frederick 
the Wise, was among the nobility in attendance. Luther arrived under the Emperor’s  
guarantee of safe passage April 16, 1521. He was called not to debate, but simply to 
recant his writings. 

“Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason, I do not accept the authority 
of popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other. My conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against 
conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand; I can do no other. God help me. 
Amen.” With these words, Luther risked being named a heretic and thus an outlaw 
with a price on his head.

Charles V wasted little time in condemning Luther. True to his word, however, 
Charles granted Luther safe passage to return to Wittenberg. He had 21 days to return 
home. As he and two of his companions traveled, they were suddenly accosted by 
several armed horsemen. They pulled Luther from the wagon and whisked him away 
as his friends watched in horror, certain they would never see Luther alive again.

The elaborate plot, with the blessing of Frederick the Wise, was to “kidnap” Luther 
and see that he was held safely away from those who might be plotting his death. 
Frederick knew nothing of the details, only that Luther was taken to safety. This 
gave him plausible deniability should the Emperor ask Frederick if he knew Luther’s 
whereabouts. Luther was taken to the Wartburg castle in the dark of night. He grew 
out his hair and beard, traded in his monk’s robe for the attire of a knight and lived 
under the pseudonym Knight George. He saw no one, save the few trusted souls that 
attended his needs. 

 He complained of depression, loneliness and boredom. He was not used to the 
rich food served there, and it did not sit well with him. Work was his deliverance. 
During his 10-month exile, he produced what to some would be a lifetime of work. 
He translated the entire New Testament from Greek into German. This work alone 
helped to codify the German language, and it put the Scriptures directly into the 
hands of the laymen. He worked at a feverish pace and accomplished this feat 
in 11 weeks. Among his many books written during this time were a commentary 
on Psalm 68 in German as a devotional for the laity, and a commentary on the 
Magnificat. 

In Luther’s absence, several men — including Andreas Carlstadt, a professor at 
Wittenberg — threw all order to the wind, and the church was left in relative chaos. 
Altars were destroyed, and images of saints were smashed. Nothing even hinting at 
Catholicism was left untouched, including how the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. 
Luther shed his knight’s clothing, and on March 9, he returned to the pulpit in 
Wittenberg. Peace quickly returned to the tumultuous city following a week of 
sermons on the importance of teaching before any changes could be made, Law and 
Gospel, and the strengthening of the weaker member of the body of Christ. For all 
the uproar his 95 Theses caused, no one could deny that his words could be equally 
calming and healing. 

Luther’s exile was over. For the rest of his life, the Edict of Worms that declared 
Luther a heretic hung over him, but Germany was not about to let an outside 
emperor dictate the fate of the father of the Reformation. 
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Midweek Lenten Series 
The Salutary Gift 
Lent begins Ash Wednesday, March 1 with services at 
12:15 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.  
Soup and Sandwich suppers start March 8 at 5:30 p.m. 

 
March 1 - Ash Wednesday (12:15 & 6:30 p.m.) 
“Life Giving Fruit” 
 

March 8 (12:15 & 6:30 p.m.) 
“Bread from Heaven” 
 
March 15 (12:15 & 6:30 p.m.)  
“Healing Medicine” 
 
March 22 (12:15 & 6:30 p.m.)  
“Blest Communion” 
 

 
The chief blessing of the Lord’s Supper is made 

clear by the words of Christ’s institution: “Given and 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” The forgiveness 

of sins, won for us on Calvary and offered in the 

Sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood truly makes this 

blessed Supper a “salutary gift” (Post-Communion 

Collect). While the chief blessing and benefit of the 

Lord’s Supper is the forgiveness of sins, there are 

several different images and metaphors used by Holy 

Scripture to highlight the blessings of the Lord’s Supper, 

many of which are reflected in our hymns.  

Consider the following examples: In Stephen 

Starke’s hymn “The Tree of Life,” the Lord’s crucified 

body and blood are depicted as a life-giving fruit that 

flows from the tree of the cross. “For all who trust and 
will believe, Salvation’s living fruit receive. And of this 
fruit so pure and sweet The Lord invites the world to eat, 
To find within this cross of wood The tree of life with 
ev’ry good” (LSB 561:4). This fruit is contrasted with the 

fruit that Adam and Eve ate in the Garden of Eden, 

bringing the world into sin and ruin. For the 

sacramentally minded Christian, it is not difficult to 

connect this “pure and sweet” fruit with what is received, 

eaten, and drunk in Holy Communion.  

Another benefit of the Lord’s Supper is its nourishing 

power. Martin Luther in the Large Catechism calls the 

Lord’s Supper a “food of souls, which nourishes and 

strengthens the new man” (Part 5, par. 23). For this 

reason, several hymns appropriately refer to the Lord’s 

Supper as “bread from heaven” or “living bread.” Stanza 

1 of LSB hymn 625 naturally reflects this: “Lord Jesus 
Christ, life-giving bread, May I in grace possess You. Let 
me with holy food be fed, In hunger I address You.” 

These words remind the communicant who hungers and 

thirsts for righteousness (cf. Matthew 5:6) that God has 

lovingly prepared for him in the Sacrament a nourishing 

meal to strengthen him in his lifelong journey towards 

the promised land of heaven. 

Drawing upon the scriptural themes of healing, some 

of our hymns depict the Lord’s Supper as a healing balm 

or medicine. A classic example of this is David W. 

Rogner’s hymn “Jesus Comes Today With Healing” 

(LSB 620). Stanza one emphasizes the healing benefits 

of Christ’s body and blood: “Jesus comes today with 
healing, Knocking at my door, appealing, Off’ring 
pardon, grace, and peace. He Himself makes 
preparation, And I hear His invitation: “Come and taste 
the blessed feast.” Christians who are suffering from 

bodily ailments may take comfort in considering the 

Lord’s Supper as a healing medicine, seeing that the 

complete healing of their bodies in the resurrection 

begins now with the healing of the soul in the Sacrament 

of the Altar. 

More examples will be developed throughout the 

course of this Lenten series. The goal of this series is to 

set before our eyes the many blessings and benefits of 

the Lord’s Supper, chief among which is the forgiveness 

of sins. Our hymns help us in this regard by making 

connections that we might not otherwise make. They 

draw upon the themes of Holy Scripture and teach us to 

appreciate the full range of blessings that are present 

when the faithful are gathered around the life-giving, 

nourishing, and salutary gift of our Lord’s holy body and 

precious blood.  

THE BEACON February  2017  

Christ Lutheran Church     Sunday Divine Worship 8 & 10:30 a.m. 

320 N 28
th

 St. E.      Sunday School & Bible Study 9 a.m.  

Superior, WI 54880     Wednesday Morning Bible Study 10 a.m. 

Wednesday Divine Service 6:30 p.m. 

715.398.3680   christluthrean-superior.org 
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Pastor’s Page 

The Synod in convention resolved to keep using a three-pronged 
focus for our work together, centered on the cross of Christ (see 
logo).  This is w: 
 
Witness  (martyria)  
Two young men, Augustinian brothers like Luther, were burned at 
the stake in Brussels on July 1, 1523 for preaching the Gospel of 
free forgiveness in Christ. They were the first “martyrs” of the 
Lutheran Reformation. 
The familiar term martyr comes from a Greek New Testament word 
often translated “witness.” A witness is one who recounts the facts 
observed (Matt. 18:16). Thus, of John the Baptizer, the text says, “And there came a man sent from God by the 
name of John. This one came as a witness (martyrian) . . . that all might believe through him” (John 1:7). How 
many faithful Christians have been safely guided to Jesus by John’s witness? Countless millions.  The greatest 
witness, however, is not John, but Jesus Himself.   For, as Paul observed, “Jesus Christ Himself bore witness 
to Pontius Pilate in the good confession” (1 Tim. 6:12, 13).  
Today the fundamental gift and task of the Lutheran Church is to bear witness to Jesus Christ—to His Gospel 
and all its facets (AC VII 2; FC EP X 7). This is our task over against those who do not know Jesus. This is also 
the ecumenical task of the Missouri Synod to world Christianity. We exist to bear witness—even to the point of 
suffering and death —to salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, on account of Christ alone. This is the 
very confession of Christ Himself. This is the witness of the apostolic Church and the Church of all ages. This 
is the witness sealed by the blood of Jesus, the blood of John the Baptizer, and the burning of John and Henry, 
confessed and sung by Luther.  
 
Mercy (diakonia) 
“I thank God and Jesus Christ that someone has regarded us as human beings,” this from the lips of a young 
boy in Kenya.  LCMS World Relief and Human Care had built an orphanage where he and his fellow AIDS 
orphans were now to be cared for. God’s solution for our sin, and for our deepest need in time and eternity, 
has been to regard us as valuable as “His holy precious blood and His innocent suffering and death.” And this 
frees us to regard those around us in the same way—to acknowledge, to recognize, to value, to listen, to 
forgive, to have compassion, to speak up for, to act in mercy. Then we shall soon find them saying, “I thank 
God and Jesus Christ that you have regarded me as a human being.”  
 
Life Together (koinia) 
“When James and Cephas and John… perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of 
fellowship [koinonia; LIFE TOGETHER] to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcised [WITNESS]. Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do 
[MERCY]” (Gal. 2:9–10).  
Here three things come together:  

1. The apostles carefully resolved the doctrinal and practical challenges that always result from taking the 
Gospel to new peoples—for the sake of WITNESS to Jesus [Acts 15].  
  

2. The apostles were deeply concerned that the Church be a locus of MERCY to those suffering physical 
need.  
  

3. This WITNESS and MERCY were part and parcel of the Church’s very life—yes, its LIFE TOGETHER.  
This is the threefold key to the future of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, of Christ Ev. Lutheran Church, 
and of any Christian who would faithfully confess Christ crucified and risen.  
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Pastor Schoessow 
 

Church Council Minutes 
January 12, 2017 
Members Present: Don Hauser, Len Campbell, Bob 
Raaflaub, John Robinson, Wayne Ploetz,  Elisabeth 
Hannula, Jim Lemmerman Absent: Sharyn Vengrin, 
Pastor 
 
Call to Order: Don Hauser 
 
Opening Prayer: Don 
 
Call for Additional Agenda Items: None 
 
Approval of Minutes: John made the motion to accept 
the December 8, 2016 minutes; Len seconded. Motion 
carried. 
 
Pastor’s Report: No report; Pastor is absent. 
 
Trustees: The parking lot has been sanded and is 
plowed as needed. Christmas decorations will be 
removed January 16. Belknap Plumbing serviced the 
heating system and men’s urinal. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Checking account balance: 
$41,704.45.  Elisabeth made the motion to accept the 
report; Len seconded it. Motion carried. 
 
Deacons: Pastor is investigating a monthly service for 
the deaf (it may already take place at Peace in Christ). 
The deacons would like the future Dec. 24 services to 
include more familiar carols and fewer unknown carols. 
The elders’ retreat Feb. 3-4 is on a completely different 
topic (fathers) than previously reported. As Jim has no 
intention of becoming a father, he will not attend. One 
deacon asked that the congregation consider purchasing 
a 9-15 passenger van. Len said that insurance 
companies will probably not cover this. The council 
recommends the deacon do the homework involved and 
present his findings to the council. 
 
Stewardship and Evangelism: They are still working 
on a greeter document. They are looking into new 
church apparel; Len shared several designs. Pastor Pfeil 
will speak and present missionary information this 
Sunday.  Pastor Schield has distributed new Bible study 
materials. CASDA representatives will make a 
presentation here February 12 (many programs and 
services are offered and could be covered). The 
Guardian Angel brunch was held January 8. 
 

Board of Education: The Christmas program was a 
great success. Plans are underway for future family 
activities. 
 
Memorial Committee: The second half of the money 
due for the new paraments was paid. Jim will ask Pastor 
to present a list of memorial suggestions to families of 
deceased. 
 
Endowment: On January 25, Raymond James 
representatives will be here to conduct the annual review 
of our endowment funds.  
 
Memorial Garden: A request was made for reserving 
specific spaces for future use. 
 
Old Business: Planning Update  
Facility Planning is temporarily suspended 
 
Youth Leader Discovery Group met December 15; 
more updates will come after Pastor Schield is installed. 
 
Constitutional Update: Since Pastor is absent, 
discussion is suspended until next month. 
 
New Business:  
Voters’ Meeting this Sunday to call Pastor Schield for 
part-time ministry. The date of installation has not yet 
been determined. 
 
Requests to use the Fellowship Hall: Millie Derick 
requests Feb. 11 for a birthday party. Len moved, John 
seconded to accept. Motion carried. 
 
Next Council Meeting: February 9, 2017 at 5:00. 
 
Special Voter’s Meeting Minutes 
January 15, 2017 
Call to Order: President Don Hauser 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Schoessow 
 

§ Don gave a brief description of the meetings that 
have taken place between the people involved 
with District and Circuit representatives. 

 
§ Pastor Schoessow gave a brief description of 

the Divine Call process and purpose. 
 

§ Don read a brief biography of Reverend Shield, 
and asked for any questions.  
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§ A motion was made by Jim Lemmerman; 
seconded by John Robinson; to extend a Call to 
Reverend Kirk Schield to become Assisting 
Pastor of Christ Lutheran Church of Superior 
Wisconsin. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
§ Don Hauser described the Call provisions in the 

Call Document, as it would affect the current 
2017 Budget. Don offered an amended budget. 

 
§ A motion was made by Shane Kroeplin; 

seconded by Kathie Allen; to accept the 
amended budget. Motion carried. 

 
Next Voter’s Assembly February 19, 2017, after second 
service. 
 
Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer 

Stewardship 
We’ve all heard that stewardship is giving to the church 
of our time, talents, and treasure. This alliterative trinity 
helps us see that giving is not just about money, but 
about our whole lives. For God has given us everything 
we have and enjoy as we confess in the meaning to the 
First Article of the Apostle’s Creed. And what we confess 
first among those is that God gives us “our body and 
soul, our eyes, ears, and all our members, our reason 
and all our senses.” Only then do we confess that he 
gives us material things. Thus the time, talents, and 
treasure trinity places before our eyes the fact that we 
are to give something of all of these things toward the 
mission of the church in thanksgiving for what God has 
provided. For everything we have and indeed everything 
we are comes from God’s fatherly divine goodness and 
mercy.  
 
The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we 
replace one little word with another little word—when we 
replace the word and with the word or. It is always 
written with the and, but when we read it, we read it with 
the or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolled that 
everything that we have and are is a gift from God and 
which is to be pressed into the service of God in His 
church, turns into a trinity that we can pick and choose 
which of the trinity we use into the service of God. The 
giving of our time, talents, and treasure turns into the 
giving of our time, talents, or treasure.  
 
Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and 
talents instead of our treasures? Or perhaps it is the 
other way round: Can we give our treasure and not of 
our time and our talents? But these are the wrong 
questions. The right question is, can we give of our time 
and our talents in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, 
we are called to give of all three. The things that God 
gives us are not to be pitted against one another. They 
are given to us and we are to press them all into God’s 
service for benefit of His church and our neighbors in 
need.  
 

Thus we give all three. We give our treasure in the form 
of a generous, first-fruits, proportion of our income. We 
give of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s 
holy church. We give of our talents in the same manner. 
Since God gave us all these things, we are called to give 
generously of all these things in faith toward Him and in 
fervent love to our neighbors.  
 
For God has provided all these things to us. Out of His 
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He gives us each 
time, talents, AND treasures as a means to bless those 
around us. We serve our neighbors with these things, 
blessing them with the blessings in which God has 
blessed us. We give of our time, talents, and treasures 
to our families, our society, and to our church, our local 
congregations. And we do this because we know that we 
are not our own. Rather, we belong to God. We have 
been bought with a price—with the holy precious blood 
and innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He gave everything—His time, His talents, and 
His treasure,—to have us as His own and to live under 
Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence and blessedness. We have 
these things as gifts and blessings from God. Let us then 
press them all into service for the sake of His love—time, 
talents, and treasures together.  

 
Why? A Layman’s Guide to the Liturgy 
Why do we “fold our hands” for prayer? 
The folding of hands is, traditionally the placing of hands 
palm to palm (as opposed to the interlocking of fingers). 
The celebrant and attendants at the Mass hold their 
hands this way whenever their hands are not otherwise 
occupied. People at prayer or approaching the altar may 
also fittingly have hands folded palm to palm.  
To fold the hands palm to palm might well be considered 
the liturgical “clapping" of the hands, as it is written in 
Psalm 47, "Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples!" As 
everything is to be done decently and in order, as the 
Apostle also says, we do not indiscriminately clap our 
hands, as if to applaud, in the service. Such "clapping" is 
in our culture meant for showing appreciation or praise 
for someone. But since the Mass is not from our culture, 
but rather has, as it were, a culture of its own, a 
heavenly culture, as it were, we do not customarily 
employ cultural expressions of praise in church. So we 
would not "clap" for God (nor certainly for anyone else) 
in the way that we clap at a concert. Rather, the Mass 
calls for a different kind of "clapping," one of profound 
reverence, which does not make noise or indiscriminate 
movement. The liturgical equivalent of such "clapping" 
is, simply, the folding of the hands palm to palm. Such 
"clapping" is always directed toward God. 

More significantly, hands held palm to palm are 
manifestly not working hands; they are resting hands, 
hands which are not doing anything. This is an 
expression of faith, then, that we trust not in our own 
works or accomplishments, but rest in the works which 
Christ has accomplished for us. As the hymn writer has 
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said it, "Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to Thy cross I 
cling." So then, empty hands, hands not at work, are 
held palm to palm, as if to say without words, I rest in the 
works of Christ; He has said to me, “It is finished," and 
therefore I am confident in my prayers that God will hear 
me without my doing or earning anything at all. All has 
been earned; all has been done! This I believe, and I 
boast in the works of Christ alone; therefore when at 
prayer I will gladly fold my hands to show that these 
hands would not wish to obscure the work of Christ; far 
be it from these hands to attempt to make God hear me; 
rather, I know that He will hear me for His own names 
sake; for His name is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and 
this name was given to me in Baptism. Therefore I will 
follow the psalm which says, "Be still and know that I am 
God."  
(Taken from Burnell Eckhardt’s “Why? A Layman’s Guide to the 
Liturgy”) 
 
Reformation 500 
Concordia University, St. Paul, the MN South District, 
and the MN North District invites you to join us in 
celebrating the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation 

October 28-29, 2017. 
Together we will honor our Lutheran heritage a with 
worship service featuring a sermon from LCMS 
President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, performances 
from mass youth, and adult choirs, instrumental 
ensembles and more. There will also be the play 
“Luther” on campus and a display of Reformation 
archives in CSP’s library. 
For more information: CSP.EDU/REFORMATION500 

 
Easter Lilies 
It is time once again to order Lilies to beautify the Altar 
this Easter Season. We will be ordering through 
Engwall’s at a cost of $11.00 per plant. The deadline for 
ordering is March 6. Please put your order slip along 
with your payment on my desk. Please DO NOT place 
your money or order slip in the offering plate. Order 
forms will be on the ushers table and the church office. 

 
Friday Fish Fry 
Our Boy Scout Troop is again hosting Friday Fish Frys 
during lent. Please stay tuned for dates, times, cost. 
If you not been to one you definitely need to try it out it is 
wonderful and you are helping support our troop. 
 

Gifts for Easter, Confirmation, Etc.  
Concordia Publishing House offers a variety of gifts for 
Easter, Confirmation and various other events (800-325-
3040 for a catalog or to place an order). Help 
confirmands keep their confirmation day close to their 
heart by giving them a Concordia Study or Concordia 
Reference Bible and their own copy of the Lutheran 
Worship Hymnal engraved with their name on the cover. 

The new edition of Lutheran Book of Prayer is another 
fine gift. My Book of Confirmation Memories is the 
perfect place for memorabilia, with guest pages and 
inspiring text. 

 
Youth Upcoming Events 
All 7

th
 – 12

th
 grade youth are invited to attend any or all 

events! We study God’s Word in a variety of ways – 
music videos with today’s current Christian artists, 
creative Bible lessons, and issues that relate to the 
youth! Join us! Bring a friend! 

 
Bible Bowl 
Any youth grades 7

th
 – 12

th
 interested in participating in 

the Bible Bowl at Concordia University in St. Paul on 
April 1

st
 is asked to contact Pastor Schoessow. Practice 

will be held on Sundays after the 10:30 a.m. service in 
the youth room. The Bible Bowl will be covering to book 
of Matthew. 
 

 
Christ’s Men 
Men, Let’s Do Lunch 
Christ’s Men will meet on Tuesday, February 7 at 12 
noon at the Upper Deck Restaurant at the Bong airport. 
This is an opportunity to gain guidance and spiritual 
support from God’s Word as well as an excellent 
opportunity for Christian friendship. 

 
Religious Greeting Cards 
There is an assortment of religious greeting cards for 
sale in the library. Everything from Get Well, Thank you, 
Birthday, Sympathy, Wedding & Anniversary, 
Confirmation and Baptism and many more. Cards are 
$.50 each and may be purchased (for now) on Sundays 
between early and late services. 

 
Defending the Faith, Teaching the Truth 
Issues, Etc. is a talk radio show hosted by LCMS Pastor 
Todd Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public Radio. 
Recent topics include: Same-Sex Marriage, Reformation 
Solas, Depression, Radical Islam, What Boys Need, Pro-
Life Women and more. Listen to what you want when 
you want at www.issuesetc.org. 

 
Food for the Local Food Shelf 
The first Sunday of every month is when you need to 
bring in your donations of non-perishable food items for 
the local food shelf. You may put your items under the 
table in the narthex. This is given to those in need and 
then to the local food pantry. 
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2 Patricia Miller 
  Kelli Ritsche 

3 Michael Field 
 Debbie Winans 
 Ruth Keppers 
4 Kathleen Ostrom 
8 Kyle Leuthner 
9 Kyle Aho 

  Greg Pahos 
  Angie Mack 

10 Gary Plesko 
 Mason Lull 

 14 Anthony Miller 
  Marilyn Pingel 
 15 Scott Pahos 
  Jason Aho 

16 Scott Markee 
17 Steve Kidd 

  Kellsey Allen 
  Lora Randa 
 18 Emily Aller 
  Sharon Eggers 
 19 Jason Austin 
  Lana Broderson 
  Patty Ayotte 
 22 Cindy Michalski 

 Nola Stenroos 
24 Donna Manos 
25 Lydia Noble 
 Tom Pingel 
26 Shanna Thompson 
27 Jennifer Heffner 
 Andrew Vengrin 
 Mary Olafson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Newsletter 
Submissions are 

due by 

Online Information 
 

LC-MS Website 
lcms.org 

 

Minnesota North District Website 
mnn.lcms.org 

 
Lutheran Witness Online 

www.lcms.org 
Click on ‘Lutheran Witness’ in left column 

 
LC-MS Synod Radio Stations 

www.kfuo.org—or—classic99.com 
www.issuesetc.org 

 
Information on Pregnancy, Parenting 

& Adoption 
getrealwithyourself.com	


